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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

The  following  members  of  the  Council  served  on  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  during  the  year: 

Chairman:  Mr.  G,  P.  Clark 
Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  H.  Moore 

Mr.  H.  C.  Frost  Mr.  E.  R.  W.  C.  Jago 

Mr.  S.  C.  E.  Morrall  Mrs.  D.  L.  H.  Pinder,  j.p. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Quant,  j.p.  Mr.  C.  R.  A.  L.  Start 

PUBLIC  HEALTPI  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
H.  C.  WATKIN,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
J.  J.  M.  CLARK,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Assistant  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Miss  P.  B.  FLETCHER 
(Resigned  30.6.65) 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year 
1965.  During  the  year  Dr.  Alien-Price  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but 
owing  to  his  death  he  is  unable  to  report  on  work  done  in  1965.  I  knew  him 
slightly  and  was  always  delighted  by  his  pleasant  and  stimulating  company  on 
the  occasions  when  we  met. 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Mary  Budding,  who  has  written  the  following  short 
obituary : 

Dr.  Alien-Price  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  cancer  research  work  in 
W^t  Devon,  for  which  he  was  known  nationally  and  internationally,  and  his 
publications  were  frequently  quoted  in  medical  journals.  It  is  sad  that  his 
final  research  results  were  unpublished  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  keen  and 
enquiring  mind,  however,  had  also  engaged  in  other  researches;  notable  among 
them  being  the  disease  of  poliomyelitis.  He  was  perhaps  the  first,  certainly  in 
this  country,  I  believe,  to  realize  the  enteric  mode  of  spread,  and  published  a 
paper  emphasizing  this  in  1952  (in  the  Journal  of  The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
^titled  The  Incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  in  West  Devon  during  the  past  Fifteen 
Years ),  in  wnich  he  put  forward  this  theory.  Without  doubt  he  was  a  note- 
^wrthy  and  outstanding  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  always  put  the  health 
of  the  community  under  his  care  first  and  foremost,  without  fear  or  favour.’ 
May  I  thank  all  those  who  have  contributed  to  this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Walker, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  ‘A’ 
General  Statistics 


Area  (statute  acres) 

Population  -  1951  Census 

Population  -  1961  Census 

Estimated  home  population  -  mid  1965 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  . . 

Rateable  value 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate 

Loan  Debt  . 


2,096 
5,886 
6,088 
6,600 
2,300 
£259,141 
. .  £1,006 
£922,533 


Year 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 


Population 


Population 

Birth 

Death 

mid-year 

Rate 

Rate 

6,300 

12.0 

16.1 

6,310 

12.9 

13.7 

6,370 

13.1 

19.4 

6,510 

16.5 

19.8 

6,600 

12.1 

13.2 

Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Vital  Statistics 

Male  Female  Total 

41  33  =74 

.5  1=6 


Deaths  . . 


80 

43  44  =  87 


2 


Live  Births 

Number  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  12.1 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  14.3 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  7.5  % 

Stillbirths 

Number  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . .  . .  12.3 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . .  . .  . .  81 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  . .  . .  2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . .  25.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  . .  . .  . .  12.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  . .  . .  12.5 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . .  . .  nil 

Deaths 

Number  of  deaths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  87 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  13.2 

Corrected  death  rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  8.8 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Cancer,  including  Leukaemia  . .  . .  . .  8 

Vascular  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Coronary  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  2 

Other  heart  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  3 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . .  . .  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . .  . .  . .  2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . .  . .  . .  1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Congenital  malformations  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . .  . .  10 

All  other  accidents  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . .  . .  . .  1 

3 


Age  at  Death  Table 


Age  at  Death 


Male  Female 


Under  4  weeks  . . 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 
1  to  4  years 

5  to  14  years 

15  to  24  years  . . 

25  to  34  years  . . 

35  to  44  years  . . 

45  to  54  years  . . 

55  to  64  years  . . 

65  to  74  years  . . 

75  years  and  over 


1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

11 

21 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

11 

27 


Total .  43  44 


SECTION  ‘B’ 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  remain  as  in  previous  years. 

Welfare  Foods 

The  W.V.S.  give  most  valuable  assistance  distributing  these  foods  to  the 
general  public. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  under  delegated  powers  from  the  Local 
County  Health  Authority,  continue  to  give  a  highly  satisfactory  twenty-four-hour 
cover  for  the  whole  district. 


Maternity  Accommodation 

During  the  year  276  babies  were 
as  follows : 

Tavistock  Urban  District 
Tavistock  Rural  District 
Other  areas 


born  in  the  Tavistock  Maternity  Home, 

.  51 

.  115 

.  no 


Thus,  64%  of  the  total  births  registered  to  the  Tavistock  Urban  District 
during  the  year  took  place  in  the  Tavistock  Maternity  Home. 


SECTION  ‘C’ 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  has  submitted 
the  following  report  on  progress  during  the  year: 

‘The  filter  installation  at  Kilworthy  continues  to  maintain  a  satisfactory 
supply,  and  this  has  been  uninterrupted. 

Many  main  extensions  to  housing  sites  have  been  laid  throughout  the  year. 

Small  consumer  complaints  have  been  investigated  from  time  to  time  with 
satisfactory  results  in  all  cases  but  one ;  a  Class  I  sample  was  obtained  on  a  re¬ 
sample. 
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Several  large  projects  are  on  hand  to  meet  the  ever-growing  demand  of  new 
consumers  moving  into  the  newly  developed  housing  sites. 

Water  samples  have  been  constantly  good.  Forty-nine  were  taken,  as 
follows : 


Kilworthy  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  33 

Town,  various  points  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Whitchurch  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  •  •  2’ 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  -  Number  of  Visits 

Sewage  Sampling  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Housing  Maintenance  . .  . .  . .  .  •  . .  144 

Housing  Allocations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

Sewage  Works  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  •  •  54 

Refuse  Tip  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  58 

Rodent  Control  . .  . .  . .  .  •  • .  5 

Water-meter  Reading  and  Public  Conveniences  . .  327 

Swimming-pool  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 

Disinfestation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Building  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  360 

Pet  Shops  . .  . .  ....  . .  . .  1 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  . .  . .  2 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  137 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  second  stage  of  the  sewerage  improvement  programme  -  namely,  the  re¬ 
laying  and  renewing  of  the  sewers  around  the  town  -  was  completed  during  the 
year  and  the  contract  for  the  final  stage,  the  new  disposal  works,  was  accepted 
in  December  with  the  work  to  commence  early  in  1966. 

Routine  inspections  have  continued  to  try  and  maintain  satisfactory  effluents 
and,  in  spite  of  additional  flows  at  both  works,  regular  samples  for  the  most 
part  have  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

As  anticipated,  with  the  growth  of  new  development,  one  vehicle  was  unable 
to  cope  satisfactorily  with  the  increased  refuse,  so,  to  relieve  pressure,  minor 
amendments  were  made  to  the  collection  routines  and  the  general  duty  ‘open’ 
lorry  was  brought  into  use,  although  it  was  appreciated  that  this  was  not  a 
satisfactory  alternative  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  only  have  to  be  a  temporary 
measure. 

Considerable  time  has  been  spent  on  tip  maintenance  and,  to  try  and  reduce 
the  considerable  amount  of  builders’  spoil  which  was  becoming  a  source  of 
embarrassment  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  all  local  firms  were  advised 
to  deposit  their  ‘clean’  refuse  into  an  old  quarry  adjacent  to  the  Golf  Course  on 
Whitchurch  Down. 


Swimming-pool 

Weekly  visits  were  made  to  check  and  maintain  the  treatment  equipment  and 
regular  tests  carried  out  to  test  pH  and  free  chlorine. 

This  regular  treatment  and  circulation  have  maintained  the  water  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition  throughout  the  season. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 

The  total  number  of  premises  included  in  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
together  with  the  number  of  Outworkers,  are  set  out  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  only  visits  made  arose  after  reference  by  H.M,  Factories 
Inspectors,  but  in  both  cases  the  defects  were  remedied  immediately. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

During  the  year  a  further  forty  premises  were  registered  but  a  few  are  still 
outstanding,  and  it  may  be  that,  despite  ail  the  publicity  issued,  the  owners 
concerned  are  not  sure  of  their  position  and  are  waiting  for  the  actual  inspections 
to  commence. 

The  few  visits  which  were  made  were  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  Accident 
Reports,  which  were  all  of  a  minor  nature. 


SECTION  ‘D’ 


Council  Housing 

The  fourteen  one-bedroomed  flats  and  six  bed  sitting-room  units  for  elderly 
people  and  the  adjoining  warden’s  house,  which  were  under  construction  at 
Drake  Gardens  at  the  end  of  1964,  were  still  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
1965.  The  completion  date  for  this  scheme  was  late  April  1966. 

Eight  one-bedroomed  flats  and  six  two-bedroomed  houses  were  commenced 
during  the  year  at  Bucktor  Park  and  were  also  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

A  total  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dwellings  have  been  built  and  occupied 
since  building  began  in  1946. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  four  applicants  for  Council  houses  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  December  1965,  nineteen  of  whom  reside  outside  the  Urban 
area. 


The  following  list  indicates  the  different  types  of  accommodation  required  by 
the  applicants: 


Single-bedroom  requirements 
Two-bedroom  requirements 
Three-bedroom  requirements 
Four-bedroom  requirements 


41 

44 

11 

8 


The  figures  show  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  figures  for  previous  years, 
due  to  the  Council’s  enforcement  of  certain  restrictions  on  applicatons.  On 
31st  December,  1965,  the  Council  controlled  the  following  properties: 


Four-bedroom  houses  (all  prior  to  1946)  . .  . .  4 

Three-bedroom  houses  (122  pre  1946, 123  post  1946, 
less  55  sold  to  occupiers)  . .  .  .  . ,  190 

Two-bedroom  houses  (24  pre  1946,  97  post  1946, 

less  4  sold  to  occupiers)  ..  ..  ..  ..  117 

Two-bedroom  bungalows  (all  post  1946)  . .  . .  16 

Two-bedroom  maisonettes  (all  post  1946)  . .  10 

One-bedroom  maisonettes  (all  post  1946)  . .  34 

One-bedroom  flats  (all  post  1946)  . .  . .  . .  28 

Bed-sitting  flats  (all  post  1946)  . .  . .  . .  7 


TOTAL  . .  . .  406 


According  to  the  records,  thirty-five  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise 
and  occupied  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  ‘E’ 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk 

There  are  two  retailers  and  one  producer/retailer  with  premises  and  a  milk 
round  within  the  Urban  area.  All  other  retailers  with  rounds  in  the  town  have 
premises  outside  the  area.  Monthly  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  retailers 
selling  milk  in  the  Urban  area,  and  the  results  obtained  are  summarised  in  the 


following  table: 

Number 

Type  of  Milk 

of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

31 

31 

- 

Untreated 

20 

20 

— 

During  the  year  ring  tests  were  carried  out  on  samples  of  untreated  milk  to 
detect  the  presence  of  the  organism  Brucella  abortus,  which  is  capable  of  causing 
contagious  abortion  in  cattle  and  undulant  fever  in  humans.  These  tests  gave 
positive  results  in  five  cases. 

Other  Food  Premises 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  inspections  of  various  food  premises  in  the  town 
were  made  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  by  type  of  business  is ; 


Hotels,  public-houses  and  inns  . .  . .  . .  11 

Canteens  (in  schools,  clubs,  hospitals  and  institu¬ 
tions)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Cafes,  restaurants  and  snack  bars  . .  . .  . .  17 

Bed  and  breakfast  premises  and  guest  houses  . .  17 

Butchers’  shops  and  stalls  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Bakeries  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Fishmongers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Provision  shops  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 


The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved  food  =  7, 
and  for  sale  of  ice-cream  =16.  No  premises  in  the  area  is  used  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  ice-cream. 

A  total  of  sixteen  ice-cream  samples,  six  of  which  were  check  samples,  were 
taken  from  ten  premises  during  the  year.  These  samples  were  graded  as  follows : 

Grade  I  4 

Grade  II  2 

Grade  III  4 

The  four  Grade  III  samples  and  one  Grade  II  sample  came  from  the  same 
wholesaler.  Six  check  samples  were  graded  as  follows: 

Grade  I  1  sample 

Grade  II  4  samples 

Grade  IV  1  sample 

The  Grade  II  and  IV  check  samples  were  from  the  same  wholesaler  whose 
previous  five  samples  gave  Grade  II  and  III  results.  The  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  wholesaler,  and  they  submitted  six  samples  for  test  from  their  depot, 
and  these  all  gave  Grade  I  results.  Further  investigation  showed  that  the  failures 
were  largely  due  to  incorrect  rotation  of  stock. 

Meat  Inspection 

Inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Westbridge  Abattoir  during  the 
year  has  been  carried  out  by  your  inspectors.  A  total  of  16,800  were  inspected, 
which  is  an  increase  of  1,165  over  last  year’s  kill.  Meat  inspection  involved  485 
visits  to  the  Abattoir.  Fuller  details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected, 
and  the  carcases,  parts  or  organs  condemned,  are  set  out  in  the  table  at  the  end 
of  this  report. 
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Condemned  Meat  and  Offal 

As  in  previous  years,  condemned  meat  and  offal  were  collected  from  the 
Abattoir  by  approved  contractors. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

SECTION  ‘F’ 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  no  new  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Register  and  no  deaths 
were  notified. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  forty-five  cases  remained  on  the  Register  as  follows : 
Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M  F  M  F 

24  10  7  4 

In  two  cases  both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  lesions  were  present  in  the 
same  patient. 

Infectious  Diseases 

No  diseases  were  notified  by  the  School  Authorities  during  the  year.  Those 
infectious  diseases  notified  by  the  General  Practitioners  are  set  out  in  the  table 
below: 


Mea 

sles 

Whoopir 

ig-cough 

Dysentery 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1  year 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  years 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3  years 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4  years 

2 

4 

- 

— 

— 

- 

5-9  years  . . 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  years 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  years  and  over 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

17 

19 

1 

1 

3 

1 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

1,470 

249 

164 

6,178 

8,739 

Number  inspected  . . 

1,470 

249 

164 

6,178 

8,739 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

4 

7 

23 

68 

37 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

465 

108 

4 

450 

1,356 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and 

Cysticerci  . . 

31.9% 

46.2% 

16.5% 

8.3% 

15.9% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
somx  part  of  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

. 

63 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0.72% 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

33 

10 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1  4 

! 

1 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

i 

1 

1 

I 

— 

— 
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Factories  Acts,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health  (including  inspec¬ 
tions  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Numb 

>er  of 

Premises 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . . 

46 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

9 

6 

TOTAL 

57 

10 

— 

10 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

1 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  . . 

, 

Sanitary 

Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  the  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
out-work) 

TOTAL  .  . 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

11 


12 
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